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What will the world be like…



What skills will they need…



What conditions made you REALLY 
learn…



What would your institution be like if it 
were…

…designed around your 
answers to the first three 
questions?



21st Century Societal Shifts



Shifting Jobs and New Skills



Who are our Stakeholders?

“I'm calling on our nation's governors 
and state education chiefs to develop 
standards and assessments that don't 
simply measure whether students can 
fill in a bubble on a test, but whether 
they possess 21st century skills like 
problem-solving and critical thinking 
and entrepreneurship and creativity.” 

—President Barack Obama
March 10, 2009



P21 Leadership Council



The Landscape

Arizona
Illinois
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky 
Louisiana
Maine
Massachusetts
Nevada
New Jersey
North Carolina
Ohio
South Dakota
South Carolina
West Virginia
Wisconsin



21st Century Skills

• Creativity
• Collaboration
• Communication
• Critical Thinking

The “4 Cs”



21st Century Themes

• Global awareness
• Financial, economic, business, 

and entrepreneurial literacy
• Civic literacy
• Health literacy
• Environmental literacy



Support Museums

• Museums, Libraries, and 21st

Century Skills Report

• Self-Assessment Tool

• Online Self-Assessment Tool: 
www.imls21stcenturyskills.org



Community Learning Scan



Columbus Museum of Art

• Center for Creativity
• Summit to create a statewide conversation 

about 21st century learning



San Angelo Museum of Art

• Interdisciplinary program of art and science 
focused on water conservation and environmental 
science for middle school students

• In partnership with the school district and the 
Upper Colorado River 
Authority



Maker Faires



IMLS-MacArthur Foundation Partnership
Learning Labs

• National grant competition to fund the creation of up 
to 30 learning labs in libraries and museums across 
the country.

• Based on 
Chicago  Public 
Library’s  
YOUmedia
Center.



Assessment



Your Challenge

Presidential Proclamation -- National Arts and Humanities Month, 
2011

NATIONAL ARTS AND HUMANITIES MONTH, 2011
- - - - - - -

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

“We must recognize the contributions of the arts and humanities not only by 
supporting the artists of today, but also by giving opportunities to the 
creative thinkers of tomorrow. Educators across our country are opening 
young minds, fostering innovation, and developing imaginations through arts 
education. Through their work, they are empowering our Nation's students 
with the ability to meet the challenges of a global marketplace.”



IMLS Welcomes Proposals

• National Leadership Grants
• Museums for America
• 21st Century Museum Professional

www.imls.gov



Contact

Helen J. Wechsler
Senior Program Officer
hwechsler@imls.gov
202.653.4779


